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September 27, 2002

VIA FACSIMILE & U.S. MAIL

Muarienc H Dortch, Secretary

vederal Communications Commission
fice of the Secretary

45 12th Street, SW

Washmgion, DC 20554

Re: CC Doacket No. 96-45, Certification Pursuantto 47 C.F. R. §54.314

Dear Sceretary Dorteli:

Pursuant to the requirements ol 47 C.F.R.§54.314, the Public Service Commission
<t Maryland ("Maryland PSC™) herchy certifies to the Federal Communications
c'ommssion (""Commission™) that all federat high-cost support provided to Armstrong
i elephene Company of Maryland (“Armstrong™) for the period commencing January 1,
Z003 and ending December 31, 2003. will be utilized in a manner consistent with §254(e)
o the Telecommunications Act of 1996. As required by §254(e), Armstrong will utilize
the Fedcral high-cost support Tar the provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities
and services for which the support is intended.

' he Commission has reviewed Armstrong's request for certification and is satisfied
thal all federal Universal Service high cost support funds flowing to the Company, a rural
local exchange carrier. will continue to be utilized solely for the purposes intended under
82541e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. A copy of Armstrong's affidavit in
support of its request is attached.
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JAwdene Ho Dortch, Scerelary

Mhe Maryland PSC thanks the Commission for its cooperation in this very
viportant matter  Please dale stamp the extra copy of this tiling and retum it to the
Viary ind PSC an the enclosed. stamped. selfaddressed envelope.

By Direction of the Commission,

Felecia L. Greer
Executive Secretary
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¢ fames 1. Mitchell. President Armstrong Telephone Company
Sharon E. Webb. Esquire, Thomas, Thomas, Armstrong & Niesen

Ms. Irene Flanncry

Untversal Service Administratve Company
2120 L Street, NW. Suite 600

Washington, D.C. 2037



